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Regarding the significance of setting Vietnamese classes for learning in their mother language in public schools:
Involvement of parents and influence on children
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Abstract
In recent years, there have been more arguments on the importance of educating children not only in Japanese but also in their mother
language from different viewpoints and backgrounds because the number of children who have foreign roots has rapidly increased in
Japan. Some argue that it is important to involve parents as a support system for learning in their mother language in public schools
but it is not necessarily easy due to a lack of understanding of Japanese education by parents, “the wall standing between school and
parents”, etc. This research, basing on hypothesis that to remove “the wall”, setting classes for learning in their mother language in
public schools is effective and involving parents in those classes encourages parents to participate in school education and children to
study their language and their culture as well, considered how parents were involved in schools and classes for learning in their moth-
er language and what influence did that had on learning attitude and motivation of children by actual setting of those classes from the
data gained there. As a result, the following are revealed: 1) The significance of setting classes for learning in their mother language
to parents: This research also confirmed that it is difficult to involve Vietnamese parents. 2) The relationship between children’s mo-
tivation toward learning mother language and culture and involvement of parents: Children who had shown positive learning attitude
in classes for learning in their mother language in the lower grades began to show defiant attitude in the fourth grade, which is said to
be the time developmental stage changes greatly. It was considered that bringing in lion dance affected the improvement of motiva-
tion to take part in classes for learning in their mother language significantly in the time of overcoming this great change in develop-
mental stage after the fourth grade. This enhanced willingness toward lion dance was thought to be the result of children themselves
having recognized and been aware that their Vietnamese parents were involved in this lion dance. This positive attitude toward lion
dance study also had a good effect on the motivation in the entire activity of classes for learning in their mother language and seemed

to lead children to find the significance of those classes, “learning for their family”.
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